GE Theme course submission worksheet: Traditions, Cultures,
& Transformations

Overview

Courses in the GE Themes aim to provide students with opportunities to explore big picture ideas and
problems within the specific practice and expertise of a discipline or department. Although many Theme
courses serve within disciplinary majors or minors, by requesting inclusion in the General Education, programs
are committing to the incorporation of the goals of the focal theme and the success and participation of
students from outside of their program.

Each category of the GE has specific learning goals and Expected Learning Outcomes (ELOs) that connect to the
big picture goals of the program. ELOs describe the knowledge or skills students should have by the end of the
course. Courses in the GE Themes must meet the ELOs common for all GE Themes and those specific to the
Theme, in addition to any ELOs the instructor has developed specific to that course. All courses in the GE must
indicate that they are part of the GE and include the Goals and ELOs of their GE category on their syllabus.

The prompts in this form elicit information about how this course meets the expectations of the GE Themes.
The form will be reviewed by a group of content experts (the Theme Advisory) and by a group of curriculum
experts (the Theme Panel), with the latter having responsibility for the ELOs and Goals common to all themes
(those things that make a course appropriate for the GE Themes) and the former having responsibility for the
ELOs and Goals specific to the topic of this Theme.

Briefly describe how this course connects to or exemplifies the concept of this
Theme (Traditions, Cultures, & Transformations)

In a sentence or two, explain how this class “fits” within the focal Theme. This will help reviewers understand
the intended frame of reference for the course-specific activities described below.

This class explores the diverse and dynamic socio-cultural landscape of contemporary
China, through examining how traditions, values, technological advances, and social
change have shaped the lived experiences, voices, and perspectives of (mostly
underprivileged and marginalized) communities in that society.




Connect this course to the Goals and ELOs shared by all Themes

Below are the Goals and ELOs common to all Themes. In the accompanying table, for each ELO, describe the
activities (discussions, readings, lectures, assignments) that provide opportunities for students to achieve those
outcomes. The answer should be concise and use language accessible to colleagues outside of the submitting
department or discipline. The specifics of the activities matter—listing “readings” without a reference to the
topic of those readings will not allow the reviewers to understand how the ELO will be met. However, the
panel evaluating the fit of the course to the Theme will review this form in conjunction with the syllabus, so if
readings, lecture/discussion topics, or other specifics are provided on the syllabus, it is not necessary to
reiterate them within this form. The ELOs are expected to vary in their “coverage” in terms of number of
activities or emphasis within the course. Examples from successful courses are shared on the next page.

Goal 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more advanced and in-depth level
than the foundations. In this context, “advanced” refers to courses that are e.g., synthetic, rely on
research or cutting-edge findings, or deeply engage with the subject matter, among other possibilities.

Goal 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making connections to out-of-
classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines and/or to work they have done in
previous classes and that they anticipate doing in future.

Course activities and assignments to meet these ELOs

Students will be engaged with critically reading/watching course materials, organizing thoughts, posting comments,
reading and critically responding to peer posts. Th final project will also involve a considerable amount critical and
logical thinking

ELO 1.1 Engage in critical and
logical thinking.

ELO 1.2 Engage in an advanced,
in-depth, scholarly exploration of
the topic or ideas within this

Students will work in small groups to complete a final project. They will have the opportunity
to apply ideas and concepts learned in this theme to dive deep into a topic of their choice
and do scholarly research on it. Students will also utilize the discussion posts to explore
ideas and theories of interest to them and have meaning and substantive conversations with

theme. their peers and the instructor.

ELO 2.1 Identify, describe, and
synthesize approaches or
experiences.

ELO 2.2 Demonstrate a
developing sense of self as a
learner through reflection, self-
assessment, and creative work,
building on prior experiences to
respond to new and challenging
contexts.

The course discusses the lived experiences of a diverse range of communities in contemporary China. Course materials are
drawn from a variety of sources to help students describe and understand these experiences and compare these experiences
against each other and against students’ own experiences. The instructor will also bring his expertise and relevant experience
through lecture videos and discussion to help students obtains an integrated view of perspective and experiences.

Discussion board prompts will be designed with the objective to facilitate
students reflecting on and relating course content to their own background
and experience in relation to this theme. Through the semester, students
will work in small group settings to incrementally develop and deliver a final
project. There are explicit milestones the students need to meet for the
project, such as interim report, presentations, and final submission. The
project will help students grow as a learner.

Example responses for proposals within “Citizenship” (from Sociology 3200, Comm 2850, French 2803):

This course will build skills needed to engage in critical and logical thinking
about immigration and immigration related policy through:

Weekly reading response papers which require the students to synthesize
and critically evaluate cutting-edge scholarship on immigration;
Engagement in class-based discussion and debates on immigration-related
topics using evidence-based logical reasoning to evaluate policy positions;
Completion of an assignment which build skills in analyzing empirical data
on immigration (Assignment #1)

ELO 1.1 Engage in critical
and logical thinking.




Completion 3 assignments which build skills in connecting individual
experiences with broader population-based patterns (Assignments #1, #2,
#3)

Completion of 3 quizzes in which students demonstrate comprehension of
the course readings and materials.

ELO 2.1 Identify, describe,
and synthesize approaches
or experiences.

Students engage in advanced exploration of each module topic through a
combination of lectures, readings, and discussions.

Lecture

Course materials come from a variety of sources to help students engage in
the relationship between media and citizenship at an advanced level. Each
of the 12 modules has 3-4 lectures that contain information from both
peer-reviewed and popular sources. Additionally, each module has at least
one guest lecture from an expert in that topic to increase students’ access
to people with expertise in a variety of areas.

Reading
The textbook for this course provides background information on each topic

and corresponds to the lectures. Students also take some control over their
own learning by choosing at least one peer-reviewed article and at least
one newspaper article from outside the class materials to read and include
in their weekly discussion posts.

Discussions

Students do weekly discussions and are given flexibility in their topic choices
in order to allow them to take some control over their education. They are
also asked to provide

information from sources they’ve found outside the lecture materials. In
this way, they are able to

explore areas of particular interest to them and practice the skills they will
need to gather information

about current events, analyze this information, and communicate it with
others.

Activity Example: Civility impacts citizenship behaviors in many ways.
Students are asked to choose a TED talk from a provided list (or choose
another speech of their interest) and summarize and evaluate what it says
about the relationship between civility and citizenship. Examples of Ted
Talks on the list include Steven Petrow on the difference between being
polite and being civil, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s talk on how a single
story can perpetuate stereotypes, and Claire Wardle’s talk on how diversity
can enhance citizenship.

ELO 2.2 Demonstrate a
developing sense of self as a
learner through reflection,
self-assessment, and
creative work, building on
prior experiences to respond
to new and challenging
contexts.

Students will conduct research on a specific event or site in Paris not
already discussed in depth in class. Students will submit a 300-word
abstract of their topic and a bibliography of at least five reputable
academic and mainstream sources. At the end of the semester they will
submit a 5-page research paper and present their findings in a 10-minute
oral and visual presentation in a small-group setting in Zoom.

Some examples of events and sites:
The Paris Commune, an 1871 socialist uprising violently squelched by
conservative forces




Jazz-Age Montmartre, where a small community of African-Americans—
including actress and singer Josephine Baker, who was just inducted into
the French Pantheon—settled and worked after World War I.

The Vélodrome d’hiver Roundup, 16-17 July 1942, when 13,000 Jews were
rounded up by Paris police before being sent to concentration camps

The Marais, a vibrant Paris neighborhood inhabited over the centuries by
aristocrats, then Jews, then the LGBTQ+ community, among other groups.

Goals and ELOs unique to Traditions, Cultures, & Transformations

Below are the Goals and ELOs specific to this Theme. As above, in the accompanying Table, for each ELO,
describe the activities (discussions, readings, lectures, assignments) that provide opportunities for students to
achieve those outcomes. The answer should be concise and use language accessible to colleagues outside of
the submitting department or discipline. The ELOs are expected to vary in their “coverage” in terms of number
of activities or emphasis within the course. Examples from successful courses are shared on the next page.

GOAL 3: Successful students will engage in a systematic assessment of how cultures and sub-cultures develop
and interact, historically or in contemporary society.

GOAL 4: Successful students will engage in a systematic assessment of differences among societies,
institutions, and individuals’ experience within traditions and cultures.

Course activities and assignments to meet these ELOs

ELO 3.1 Describe the influence of an Through the reading/video materials, asynchronous lectures, weekly quizzes, and
. . . discussion assignments, the students will learn to describe how the social roles as defined
aSpeCt of culture (rellglous bEI|ef; 8ender by traditional Confucian values (for women, for youths, for subordinates etc.) have evolved

: : : : : and are being challenged in contemporary China. They will also learn to identify how such
rOIeS' institutional Orgamzatlon' teChnOIOgy' evolution and challenges lead to profound and lasting changes in the landscape of familial

episte mology philosophy scientific relations, reproductive rights, workplace, and so on. For instance, in the course, the
: ’ ! . . students will discuss how and why the attitude toward marriage and family is shifting in
discovery, etc.) on at least one historical or contemporary China and how the change impacts gender status and expectations.

contemporary issue.

ELO 3.2 Ana|yze the impact of a ”big" idea In several units of the course, the prompts for online discussions will guide students to
. . . investigate how modern technology widens/narrows inequality in economic and education
or technologlcal advancement in creating a opportunities and outcomes in contemporary China. Moreover, in the "Internet and social

. dl | . h . ifi media" unit, the students will be asked to critically examine how modern communication
major ana long- aStmg change In a specitic technologies fundamentally change the cultural and political dynamics between the government
and its citizens as well as within the Chinese society.

culture.
H H H An important theme of the class is to explore the status, roles and functions of traditional culture, pop culture, and counterculture that shape
ELO 3.3 Examine the interactions among T Geas e et il o STGagS4 I HAMINING i TaCHons aong Gorant and sub-culurs.
. For instance, in the "Culture in workplace" unit, the students will be asked to examine how the "lying-flat” and "let-it-rot" movements differ from and
d ominant an d su b_c u |t ures. challenge traditional values, dominant cultural ideology, and social norms.
P During the first three weeks of the course, the students will be able to identify, understand, evaluate important cultural themes and trends in
ELO 3.4 EXp lore cha nges a nd continuities China's past. After being equipped with the foundation cultural knowledge, they will delve into issues in contemporary China during the rest of
semester. In almost every aspect of the course, the students will have ample opportunities to contrast and compare cultural ideas and issues from
. L . gl y
over time within a culture or SOClety. & diachronic perspective

ELO 4.1 Recognize and exp|ain differences, The course will cover a diverse range of communities and cultural phenomena, especially _
underprivileged and marginalized communities, in contemporary China. Discussion board prompts will be

Si m||a rities, a nd d ispa r‘ities a mong designed in a such way that students need to identify and articulate similarities and disparities in the
. . ) ) . realms of (sub-)cultures, communities, and societies. The final project provides another opportunity in a
| nstltutlons, Orga n |Zat|0nS, Cu |tu r‘es’ small group setting for students from diverse backgrounds to compare and contrast different cultures,

institutions, and societies and make relatable meaning out of the comparison.

societies, and/or individuals.

El_o 4,2 E)(p|ain Ways in Wh|ch Categor‘ies Socio-economic inequality, rural vs. urban divide, education gap, perception of gender differences, among
L. other topics, are all important topics in the course. Through course readings, discussion posts, and class
such as ra ce, ethnic |ty, and gen der and lectures, students will come to understand the consequences in association with these phenomena, at both

the individual and broader levels. They will also learn to explain how the situations have become what they

perce ptions Of d ifference im pact individual have become and where they might lead for future trajectory. Through their final project, students also can
4 A K pick one or more of these categories or issues and conduct in-depth explorations into them.
outcomes and broader societal issues
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